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FROM YOKO ONO TO
THE BERNINI AWARD

Edith Pons's return to painting and beauty

Princeps Militiae Coelestis (Prince of the Heavenly Hosts)
Bernini Award 2026 · Sole winner - Fine Art · Oil on canvas · 200 × 150 × 4 cm · 2025
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PRESS RELEASE

From Yoko Ono to the Bernini
Award: Edith Pons's return to
painting and beauty
After directing projects in Mexico with major figures of contemporary art
including Yoko Ono and Barbara Kruger, Mexican artist Edith Pons undertook a
radical return to painting. The first three formal oil paintings of this new stage
received consecutive international recognitions; the latest, the 2026 Bernini
Award as the sole winner in Fine Art.

Mexico City, August 2026. - Mexican painter Edith Pons has received the 2026 Bernini Award for
Princeps Militiae Coelestis (Prince of the Heavenly Hosts), a monumental 200 × 150 cm oil painting
completed in 2025 and the sole winning work in the Fine Art category of the 2026 awards.

The recognition marks a significant point in a career that, years earlier, appeared to be moving
toward a very different destination: the heart of contemporary art.

Trained in Visual Arts at Mexico's Escuela Nacional de Pintura, Escultura y Grabado La Esmeralda,
Pons spent years working within contemporary art. From 2013 to 2018 she directed Proyecto
Paradiso, a cultural initiative of the Archdiocese of Mexico's Culture Commission conceived to
create dialogue among the Church, contemporary art and society.

Through the initiative she led public projects involving internationally recognized artists. In 2016,
Proyecto Paradiso presented Yoko Ono's Tierra de Esperanza in Mexico and produced Empatía,
Barbara Kruger's intervention at the Bellas Artes Metro station. In 2017, Ser Humano_Ser Urbano
brought works by artists including Tracey Emin, Philip-Lorca diCorcia and Keith Haring into public
spaces across Mexico City.

FROM CONTEMPORARY ART TO A FUNDAMENTAL QUESTION
After Proyecto Paradiso closed in 2018, Pons entered several years of interruption, searching and
discernment about her own artistic vocation. When she ultimately decided to return fully to
painting, the problem was no longer simply how to paint. It was what to paint, and why.

In 2024 she deliberately returned to the thread of the great painting tradition and posed an
apparently anachronistic question: if masters such as Velázquez and Rembrandt represented a
culmination rather than a dead end, what could come next?

Her research led her back to beauty, truth, unity, integrity, proportion, clarity, mimesis, meaning
and transcendence. From this inquiry emerged the theoretical framework she later developed in Ars
Veritatis, a reflection on the nature of art and on recovering objective criteria for artistic creation
and judgment.
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THREE PAINTINGS, THREE RECOGNITIONS
The first three formal oil paintings created after these findings about the true nature of art received
consecutive international recognitions.

St. Michael
2025 · 87 × 68 cm
Third Prize · Sacred Art Prize 2025

The Triumph of St. Michael
2025 · 200 × 150 cm
Honorable Mention · Sacred Art
Prize 2025

Princeps Militiae Coelestis
2025 · 200 × 150 × 4 cm
Bernini Award 2026 · Sole winner -
Fine Art

PRINCEPS MILITIAE COELESTIS
In Princeps Militiae Coelestis, Pons imagines Saint Michael not in the customary moment of combat
with the devil, but as prince of the heavenly host, accompanied by two other angels. The painting
seeks to make visible the majesty of an invisible kingdom: strength and beauty, nobility, fraternity,
loyalty, protection and absolute resolve in the face of evil.

Rather than illustrating a single event, the work attempts to envision what might stand behind the
battle: a celestial host that is ordered, formidable and beautiful. The monumental composition
deliberately draws upon the language of the Western figurative painting tradition while being
conceived through a contemporary sensibility.

“For too long we have accepted ugliness, meaninglessness, and
ideological or economic convenience as substitutes for artistic judgment.
I believe artists must once again ask what is true and what is beautiful.
Beauty does not belong to the past. We must return to it because the
world needs it. The world needs good artists.”

For Pons, the Bernini Award represents more than recognition for a single painting. It is a
confirmation of a broader inquiry into the place beauty can once again occupy in contemporary art.

The same artist who once developed projects in Mexico with figures such as Yoko Ono and Barbara
Kruger now stands before the canvas, recovering the procedures of figurative painting and
reconsidering ideas that much of twentieth-century art called into question. She does not
understand this movement as nostalgia or as a denial of her earlier career. She understands it as a
consequence of it.
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EDITH PONS

Biography
Edith Pons (Mexico City, 1978) is a visual artist and
painter. She studied Visual Arts at La Esmeralda and
completed a Master's degree in Sacred Art at the
Universidad Pontificia de México.

From 2013 to 2018 she directed Proyecto Paradiso,
developing contemporary-art projects in Mexico with
artists including Yoko Ono and Barbara Kruger, as
well as public interventions featuring work by Tracey
Emin and Keith Haring.

In 2024 she fully resumed her personal painting
practice through research into the nature, purposes
and criteria of art, later articulated in Ars Veritatis.

In 2025 she received Third Prize in the Sacred Art
Prize for St. Michael and an Honorable Mention for
The Triumph of St. Michael. In 2026, Princeps
Militiae Coelestis became the sole winning work in
Fine Art at the Bernini Awards.

Current portrait: Ana Serradilla.

A career returning to its origin.

Edith Pons painting during her years of
study at La Esmeralda, ca. 1998. The
photograph provides a historical
counterpoint to her present return to
painting after her years working on
contemporary-art projects.

Historical photograph: Néstor Bravo, ca. 1998.

CONTACT
Edith Pons
Visual Artist · Mexico City
info@edithpons.art
edithpons.art

Image credits: © Edith Pons for reproductions of artworks. Portrait photographs as credited above.



